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Transitioning to data.census.gov:
• Streamline access to data
• Maintain best of current tools
• Reduce redundancies and costs
• Provide greater access to Census 

API

data.census.gov: Changing the way you get 
data at the U.S. Census Bureau

Agile Process of software 
development:
• Two month cycles

• Developing, Releasing, 
Gathering Feedback, 
Redefining, Building again
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The New Dissemination 
Platform: 

How It All Works
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Current Snapshot



Data in the New Platform: American Community Survey

Data Product 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Detailed Tables ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Subject Tables ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Supplemental Tables – – – – ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Selected Population Profiles ✓ ✓
Data Profiles ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Comparison Profiles ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Selected Population Tables (5-Year) – – – – – –

American Indian Alaska Native Tables (5-Year) – – – – – –
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✓:  Available now

Blank cell:  Coming soon 



Data in the New Platform: Decennial and Econ
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Data Product 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Decennial Census (Summary File 1, Summary 
File 2, 113th & 115th Congress Detailed Tables) ✓ – – – – – – –

Economic Census – – ✓ – – – –

County and Zipcode Business Patterns – – ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Non-Employer Statistics – – ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Survey of Business Owners (Company
Summary & Characteristics of Business 
Owners)

– – ✓ – – – – –

✓:  Available now

Blank cell:  Coming soon 



Milestones
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Summer 2019 Fall 2019 June 2020

First data releases exclusively on new 
platform (Nonemployer, Public Sector)

End of new data releases on American 
FactFinder (June)

Major data releases:
• 2018 ACS 1-Year (Sept)
• 2017 Economic Census (Sept)
• 2018 ACS 5-Year (Dec)

After data is migrated to data.census.gov, 
American FactFinder is to be shut down.
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New Updates



Highlights from Latest Release
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• Performance Improvements

• Streamlined Table Customization

• Better Download and Print Views

• Improved Advanced Search 
Layout

• Mapping Improvements

• Refreshed Landing Page



Performance Improvements

•Acquired additional hardware
•Re-engineered code base 
• Improved caching methodology
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Streamlined Table Customization
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1. New product dropdown allows 
you to quickly switch between 
years or datasets (ACS 1-year vs. 
5-year estimates)

2. Controls to customize your table 
are a click away and no longer 
hidden under a chevron

3. Size of table controls reduced to 
allow you to view more data
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Better Download and Print Views – Copy/Paste
You can now copy and paste cells 
from data.census.gov into Excel
• Select cells
• Right click and select copy cells
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Better Download and Print Views – Export to Excel
You can now export an entire table to Excel:
• Right click the table
• Select Export Table
• Select Export to Excel

Open Excel file



Improved Advanced Search Layout
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Example: Get data on the portion of Minneapolis metro area within the state of MN

1. Open text box option is 
simplified

2. First filter panel remains 
expanded so you can 
more easily switch 
between topics, 
geographies, and more.

3. Search query pinned to 
the bottom of the 
advanced search page so 
it always stays in view



Improved Advanced Search Layout: Geography Section
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4. Summary level toggle 
turned off by default, to 
help you more easily 
navigate to common 
types geographic areas

5. Loading indicators 
added



Mapping Improvements – Labels Added
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Depending on your zoom level, you can now:

1. View labels for your geographic layer 
selected

2. View street names



Mapping Improvements – View Table of Mapped Estimate
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You can now create a table 
view of the single estimate 
you mapped

1. Click Customize Map

2. Click View Table in the 
left panel

3. View your table



Feedback Box Can Be Closed
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You can now close the 
Send Feedback box to view 
the content underneath



Refreshed Landing Page
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New links to educational materials 
and resources:
• Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs)
• Release Notes
• Stay Connected



Frequently Asked Questions
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New data.census.gov topic 
in Census Bureau’s FAQs

Browse through the six 
subtopics to explore an 
answer to your 
data.census.gov question

ask.census.gov

https://ask.census.gov/


Release Notes
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Browse Release Notes to Explore

• Features
• Chart of available data
• Known issues and defects

data.census.gov/assets/releasenotes/faqs-
release-notes.pdf

https://data.census.gov/assets/releasenotes/faqs-release-notes.pdf


Stay Connected: Webinars, Tutorials, and Feedback
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Census Academy:
census.gov/academy

• Webinars: Recorded and 
upcoming webinars on 
data.census.gov

• Data Gems: A series of 
short “How-To” videos 

Feedback: Email comments to 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov NEW Data Gem: 

How to Visualize Data for Your 
Area on data.census.gov

census.gov/data/academy/data
-gems/2019/visualize-data.html

mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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Live Demo
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Single Search Bar
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All Results Page
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Geography Profile
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Table Display
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ACS Table 
Dropdown Selection
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Filters Menu
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Add Geography 
Using Filter
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Hide Margin of 
Error Using Filter
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Table Notes
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Table Notes
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Hide/Show 
Columns and Rows
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Customized Filter
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Customized Filter 
Options
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Customized Filter 
Options
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Customized Filter 
Options
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Customized Filter 
Options
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Customized Filter 
Options
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Customized Filter 
Applied
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Transpose Table
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Table Download 
Using Filters Menu
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Table Download
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Multiple Table 
Download



Table Download
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Map the Data
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Map the Data



Advanced Search
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Topic Filters
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Geography Filters
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Geography Filters
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Search on Selected 
Filters
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Search on Selected 
Filters
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Export Table
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Export Table
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Copy Table
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Mapping the data
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Customize the Map
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Customize Map and 
Generate Table from 

Map View
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On the Fly Geographic 
Comparison Tables
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Questions?
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What is 
data.census.gov?
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Release Notes
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Data Available
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Frequently Asked 
Questions and 
Release Notes
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Stay Connected
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Webinars
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NEW Data Gem: 
How to Visualize Data for Your Area 

on data.census.gov

census.gov/data/academy/data-
gems/2019/visualize-data.html
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Tips & Tricks



Single Search - Quick Wins for All Users

72

Use for quick wins to find things like:
• Simple statistics

e.g. health insurance in Nebraska
• Profile for a single geography

e.g. Nebraska profile
• NAICS

531110
• Table ID 

B19001
• Groups of tables

CP



Search for Groups of Tables
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B19001: Provides main table plus 
race iterations B19001A-I

CP: Provides all 5 Comparison 
Profiles

B27: Provides all 32 Detailed 
Tables for Health Insurance 

Wildcard (*) functionality is still in the process of being added, but many searches already behave as expected
census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool/table-ids-explained.html



Search by NAICS Code (e.g. 4451)
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Advanced Search – More Complex Searches
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• Survey/Program or Table Type
e.g. ACS 1-Year Detailed Tables

• Geographies with complex names
e.g. Census Tract 100.01, Bibb County, AL

• Collections of geographies 
e.g. All places in the United States

• Cross tabulations
e.g. Health insurance by full/part-time by 
sex

• Detailed pop groups
Race, Tribal, Hispanic Origin, Ancestry, 
and country of birth groups

Explore the new layout of topics in the 
advanced search



Looking Ahead
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Coming Soon: More Checkboxes to Select All Geos in a List

77



78

Receive Feedback

Validate and Prioritize Issues

U
rgent     Defer

Discuss Issues with Developers

Distribute Issues to Value Team for 
Prioritization and Incorporation in Next PI 

or on the Roadmap

Developers Address Issues

Testing Conducted InternallyRelease to the Public

Collect Feedback to see if 
Original Concern was Remedied 

Consolidated 
Feedback Process



Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback

Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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Questions/Feedback

Media:

Public Information Office
U.S. Census Bureau
pio@census.gov
301-763-3030
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Public:

Center for Enterprise Dissemination 
U.S. Census Bureau
cedsci.feedback@census.gov

mailto:pio@census.gov
mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov


Upcoming Webinars

data.census.gov: Navigating a New 
Site for Census Bureau Data

September 5 at 2pm ET

The 2017 Economic Census First Look: 
How to Access it on data.census.gov

September 12 at 2pm ET

2018 American Community Survey 1-
Year Pre-Release Webinar

September 19 at 2pm ET

81

census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html



Stay Connected: Webinars, Tutorials, and Feedback
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Census Academy:
census.gov/academy

• Webinars: Recorded and 
upcoming webinars on 
data.census.gov

• Data Gems: A series of 
short “How-To” videos 

Feedback: Email comments to 
cedsci.feedback@census.gov NEW Data Gem: 

How to Visualize Data for Your 
Area on data.census.gov

census.gov/data/academy/data
-gems/2019/visualize-data.html

mailto:cedsci.feedback@census.gov
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https://questionweb.com/59212/

Webinar Evaluation

https://questionweb.com/59212/
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